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Lydon's theory as to the importance of this vitamin in the prevention of arsenical
encephalopathy.
The advent of penicillin for the treatment of syphilis brought with it high hopes
that arsenical encephalopathy would be a thing of the past. It is now, however,
becoming more generally realised that the best therapeutic results in the treatment of
syphilis with penicillin are to be obtained, not with penicilliin alone, but by com-
bining penicillin with the older established methods of treatment. Some workers
(e.g., Pillsbury, 1946) advocate a short intensive course of arseno-therapy with
penicillin. The possibility of the occurrence of encephalopathy is thus still one of
considerable importance, and the bearing of vitamin B1 in its prevention or treat-
ment is worthy of further investigation. The likelihood of alcoholism in the causation
of the condition woul(d also appear to be of considerable importance.
1 am indebted to Surgeon-Commander Hugo Hall, R.N.V.R., Director, V.D.
Clinic, Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast, for his helpful criticism and advice on this
short paper, and to Dr. F. Kane, Medical Superintendent, Purdysburn Fever
Hospital, Belfast, for his co-operation and help during the early days of the
patient's illness.
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REVIEW
THE PERIPHERAL CIRCULATION IN HEALTH AND DISEASE. By R. L.
Richards. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd.
TiE material for this book was collected while l)r. Richards was assistant physicialn at t1
M.R.C. Neuro-vascular Unit at (iogarbur-n, Edlinburgh, under the *lirection of Professor J. R.
Learmonth. It deals with the anatomy and physiology of the peripheral circulation, vith occlusive
vascular disease; Raynand's phenomenon; peripheral nerve injuries, and immersion foot. It is
aan excellent example of the clinical scientific method. A book for all specialists in peripheral
vascular disease. A book for all interested in recent advances in clinical science. H. B.
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